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Preface

This book is based on research on territorial claims of Armenia
against Azerbaijan, which started in 1988 and led to the escalation of
the conflict over Nagorno-Karabakh. This escalation included acts of
terror by Armenian terrorist and other armed gangs not only in areas
where intensive armed controntations took place but also away from
the fighting zones. This book, for the first time, doesn’t reflect
premeditated murder, robbery, armed attack and other crimes and
their consequences, but only the materials collected in the criminal
cases closed at different times and dealt with terrorist act. The book
1s intended for political scientists, historians, lawyers, diplomats and a

broader audience.



Foreword

This century’s human beings arc an advanced society with
accomplishments in many fields historical to civilization. Yet in terms
of humanity, it has been an observer of brutality with massacres to
obtain territory and systematic torture, rape and murder in order to
obliterate  genetic  groups or races. Some of these cruel and
uncivilized actions have been brought to the artention of the world
and those who perpetrated the actions brought to trial and justice.
However, in other cases, the world at large is unaware ot events and
those who are responsible have not had to answer for their atrocious
actions.

A decree ot the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan (March
1, 2001) assigned a State Commission that was established to collect
the legal and historical documents relating to terrorism, genocide and
ethnic cleansing carried out against Azerbaijanis by Armenia. The
role of the State Commission was to systematize this information and
to present it for the recognition of the world community.

This book documents evidence not of one attack but of
systemic events going back to the beginning of the 20th century.
These cvents involve the kidnapping, torture and killing of men,
women, children and elderly with massive destruction. Residential
scttlements as well as industrial, agricultural and other enterprises
have been obliterated. Hospitals, medical clinics, transportation and
communications no longer exist. The estimated economic damage is

in the billions of dollars.



One of the more recent cases concerns the town of Khojaly. On

the night of 25-26 February 1992, the Armenian armed forces with
t;upport of the infantry wu’lrda rurlmcnt No. 366 of the former Soviet

Union seized the town.

“As a result, 613 persons were killed, including 106 women, 63
children and 70 elderly people, 1275 peacetul inhabitants were taken
hostage, while the fate of 150 persons remains unknown to this day.
In the course ot the tragedy 487 inhabitants ot IKhojaly were severely
maimed, cight families were completely wiped out, 25 children lost
both parents, and 130 children lost one of their parents.” The
purpose of the attack was to create a second Armenian State on the
territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan.

The importance of this publication cannot be overstated. Not
only is this important to honor the memory ot those who have been

slaughtered, it 1s important to help the world recognize a better way
for the future.

— Professor Nabil Ayad
Directar, The Acadenry of Diplomacy
and luternational Governance

Loughborongh University in 1 ondon
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Introduction

The Republic of Azerbaijan is one of the most dynamically
developing countries in the Southern Caucasus. But at the close of
the 20" century, Azerbaijan had been the victim of aggression from
neighboring  Armenia since 1988. As a result, one fifth of
Azerbaijan’s national territory had come under occupation, more
than 20,000 people had been killed, and more than 50,000 people
permanently injured or made invalid. For more than 25 vears, over a
million people have been living as refugees on their own country’s
territory. These people are known among humanitarian organizations
as Internally Displaced Persons (IDP). These vicums of ethnic
cleansing operations, which accompanied the acts of genocide against
the Azerbaijani, have been deprived of basic human rights.

Also as a result of the occupation, 900 scttlements have been

oricultural and other

looted, burnt and razed. 6,000 industrial, ag

enterprises have been annihilated. Over 150,000 residential buildings,
over 9,000 square metres of residential arcas and 4,360 social and
cultural buildings including 695 medical centres and clinics have been
destroyed. Throughout the occupied territories, agricultural land,
water and other technical infrastructure, and means of transportation
and communication have been laid to waste. In all, the damage
caused by the aggression campaign has been estimated to be more
than 300 billion US dollars.

Ruination on the occupied territories includes 927 libraries, 464
historical monuments and muscums, and more than 100 archeological
monuments and other invaluables. From museums, over 40,000 artifacts
and other objects, including unique exhibits, have been stolen. I'rom the
regional historic musecum of Kalbajar ancient rugs were taken to
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Armenia as well as other objects, from the Shusha branch of the
National Museum of Azerbaijan, while the unique Bread Museum of
Aghdam and the stone age artifact museum of Zangilan were destroyed.
The value in cash of these cultural and historic assets is impossible to
determine. By plundering Azerbaijan’s resources in this manner, the
Republic of Armenia has violated the provisions of the Convention of
The Hague regarding protecton of cultural property during armed
contlicts and in the Paris Convention regarding illegal trafficking of
cultural property.

Due to its military aggression and its support of terrorism, the
state of Armenia has been kept outside political and economic
projects meant to contribute to the prosperity and development of
states successtully carried out in the region. As a result, large parts ot
the population have been forced to leave the country due to extreme
cconomic hardship.

Having suftered from Armenian terrorism, the Republic of
Azerbaijan  nevertheless remains in  favour of international
coordination in order to reach a peacetul settlement of the problem,
in accordance with international and other interstate agreements. In
the struggle against terrorism, Azerbaijan has intensified its
cooperation with foreign countrics and their relevant  security
services. Azerbaijan has been among the very first states to join the
anti-terror coalition in the wake of the tragedy of 11 September 2001
in the USA.

Armenian  terrorism has been among the protagonists of
international terrorism, with an experience of over a hundred vears.
The term “Armenian terrorism” was first introduced in 1982 in a
report by Andrew Corsun under the header “Armenian Terrorism: a
Profile” (US Department of State Bulletin No. 82, Washington D.C.,
August 1982 pp. 31-35). The publication followed a series of terrorist
attacks in lLebanon along with terrorist attacks on US military

engaged in humanitarian work in the territory.

&
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The history of Armenian terrorism in the form of organized crime
dates back to the late 19th century. Organized and systematic terrorist
activities by Armenians took off with the establishment of the
movement Armenakan in the eastern Turkish city of Van in 1885,
tollowed by the foundation of the Hynchak movement in Geneva,
Switzerland, in 1887 and the Dashnaksutyun (also known as Dashnak or
Armenian  Revolutionary  Federation or ARDI) in Thilisi in 1890.
Fstablished as political parties, the main aim of these movements was
the creation of a “Greater Armenia” through acts of violence and terror.
[n fact, violence and aggression had already been an integral part of
Armenian elites” ethnic psychology and ideology tor centuries.

The first act of terrorism in the modern sense of the word by
Armenians was the attack on the Moscow Underground on January
1977, accompanied by the demand to attach the Azerbaijani regions
of Nakhchivan and Nagorno-Karabakh to Armenia. In the explosion
of a device on a crowded Underground train between the stations
Ismailovskaya and Pervomaiskaya, seven people were killed and 32
seriously injured. Three Armenian terrorists were to be found guilty
of committing the crime. Hakop Stepanian, Stepan Zatikian and
Zaven Bagdasarian were sentenced by the Supreme Court of the
USSR to death by a firing squad.

Another “innovation” by the Armenians to the international terror
was the fact that for the first time Armenian terrorists used hostage-
taking method by occupying Ottoman Bank in 1896. This attack was
carricd out by 26 activists of the AR, who put political demands
tforward as a condition to release the staff held at gunpoint.

In October 1919, the ARI'" held its 9th General Assembly in
Yerevan, whete it decided to launch a fresh terror offensive under the
code name Nemesis after the Greek goddess of heavenly retaliation.
The aim of the campaign was to take revenge on those held responsible
for the “Armenian genocide” of 1916 within the Ottoman Empire and
the alleged massacre of Armenian citizens in Baku in 1918,
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The list included 650 persons, including the leaders of the
Ottoman Empire and the Democratic Republic of Azerbaijan, and
including 41 top level priority targets. A special fund and a
supervising committee chaired by the Armenian Ambassador to the
United States Armen Garo were established. Kracha Papazian was
appointed chief information officer under the guise ot a Turkish
student. Units of three to five members were formed to track the
targets and carry out their killings. Isolated targets were killed by a
single sniper and those who travelled with bodyguards by a hit squad
of two ot three members.

The offices of two Armenian newspapers, Cakatamart in
[stanbul and Droshak in Boston were used as coordination centres.
As part of Operation Nemesis the following officials were affected
during the 1920s.

In Thilisi on 19 June 1920 these were injured. Fatali Khan Khoisky,
former Prime Minister of the Democratic Republic of Azerbaijan. Khalil
bey Khasmammadov, former DRA politician. Hasan bey Aghayev,
former vice-spealer of the Parliament of Azerbaijan.

In Betlin on 15 March 1921, Talat Pasha, former interior
minister and chairman of the Ottoman empire. In Rome on 5
December 1921, Said Halim Pasha, former chairman of the Ottoman
Empire. Among the culprits was former Armenian ambassador to
Rome Mikhail Vartanian.

Berlin, 7 April 1922: Cemal Azmi, former governor of Trabzon;

Berlin, 17 April 1922: Behaeddin Shakir, founder of the
Tashkilaty Makhsusa;

Istanbul, 19 July 1921: Behbud Khan Javanshir;

Thilisi, 25 July 1922: Cemal Pasha, former navy minister of the
Ottoman empire.

Apart from former state officials, the terrorist cells in 1920
targeted and killed a number of Armenians in Istanbul who were
accused of having collaborated with the Turkish authorities.

9



As for the 1918 events in Baku, it is good to look at what
happened there and in other parts of Azerbaijan at the time. In March
1918, Russia’s Bolshevik leader Vladimir lenin appointed Stepan
Shaumyan as “special commissioner for the Caucasus” and dispatched
him to Baku. Meant as tools to scize power in Baku, the Bolsheviks
created paramilitary units, operating under cover, consisting of
Armenian Dashnaks. On 31 March 1918, a massacre of Azerbaijani
citizens in the city began. This was carried out, according to declarations
made by Shaumvan by 6,000 troops under the Baku Council and 3,000
to 4,000 men of arms consisting of Dashnak activists.

The slaughter lasted three davs, during which Armenian terror
units supported by the Bolsheviks carried out surprise attacks on
residential neighborhoods inhabited by Azerbaijanis, killing everyone.
In the city ot Baku alone, between 30 March and 1 April, 12,000
Azerbaijanis were killed and the rest forced to flee. A German
witness of the events named Kulner described what he saw in 1925
as follows:

“Armenians dashed into Azerbaijani Muslim districts and killed
cverybody, cutting them to picces with swords and picrcing them
with bavonets. After several davs of onslaught, 87 corpses of
Azerbaijanis were found in a mound with their cars and noses cut
off, their bellies torn open, their private parts slashed. The
Armenians showed no mercy, not upon children and elderly.”

[n the aftermath through the month of April altogether 50,000
non-combatant citizens of Azerbaijan were massacred, murdered and
removed from their premises by force. Locations included Balku,
Shamakhi, Guba, Lankaran, Mughan and other areas. In all, during
the two major extermination, operations held in the Southern
Caucasus in the early 20th century (1905-1907, 1918-1920) 100,000
people have been murdered.

Investigations following the March mass murders in Baku also

revealed a find based on material from the Investigation Commission.
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In one of Baku’s neighbourhoods, 57 dead bodies of women with
their cars and noses cut off and their bellies torn open were
uncovered.

An American agronomist named l.eonard Ramsden Hartwill
wrote a book called Ovanes Apresian, following his memoirs.
Apresian was a commanding Armenian activist who had taken part in
the massacres of Azerbaijanis in the province of Yerevan as well as in
Sharur, Derclevez, Surmeli, Kars and other regions. Hartwill notes
that in Baku, Armenians killed 25,000 Azerbaijanis with the help of
Russians and British.

Eixtermination operations by Dashnak forces were not limited to
Baku, but also took place in Shamakhi, Guba, Yerevan, Zangazur,
Karabakh, Nakhchivan, the Tranian cities Urmiya, Khoy and Salmas
and the Turkish cities of Erzurum and Kars. In Van in the year 1915
alone, some 30,000 Muslim Turks were murdered and survivors
driven from their homes by force by Armenian terror squads. From
the Acgean Sea to the castern Caucasus, some 2.5 million Muslims,
most of them ethnic Turks were killed.

In March and April 1918, the Commission’s documents show
that 8,027 unarmed citizens of Shamakhi were killed, and many
cultural monuments including the Juma mosque burnt and razed.

In the Javanshir Gaza 28 and 17 villages respectively were burnt
to the ground and their population exterminated on 29 April 1918.
3,000 Azerbaijant survivors, mostly women, children and elderly
people who had taken refuge near Gumru were encircled and
slaughtered.

[n the province of Nakhchivan, Armenian armed forces burnt
several villages. In the province of Zangazur, 115 Azerbaijanis villages
were destroved along with the murder of 3,257 men, 2,276 women and
1,296 children. In all, according to the Commission’s investigation
results, in this particular region 10,068 Azerbaijanis were killed or

permanently mutilated, along with 135,000 Azerbaijanis living in the
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province of Yerevan where 199 villages were destroved. At a later stage,
armed Armenian forces moved into Karabakh, where between 1918 and
1920 150 villages were destroyed and their populations massacred.

A new dimension to the modern history of global terrorism was
given in 1975 with the founding of the Armenian Secret Army for the
Liberation of Armenia (ASALA) with the main aim to establish a
Greater Armenia, stretching over parts of castern Turkey and northern
Iran and including Nagorno-Karabakh and Nakhchivan. ASALA’s
main targets were Turkish diplomats. Within years, 110 terrorist acts
were carried out on 38 locations in 21 different countries in which 42
Turkish and 15 foreign diplomats were murdered. Among the most
spectacular attacks was the one on Ankara’s Esenboga Airport, in
which nine people were killed and 72 injured.

Following the collapse of the Soviet Union, Armenia gained
independence and started to support terrorism on official state levels,
including terrorism as an integral part of its policy of aggression.
Stockpiles of forensic evidence gathered during investigations
demonstrate that terrorist acts against the civil population  of
Azerbatjan, including car bombs and explosives on board public
transport, have been carried out by Special Forces of Armenia,
financed by the Armenian government.

In the carly 1990s
campaign for the rchabilitation of activists of the Dashnaksutyun,

, official institutions in Armenia started a
ASALA, MAG, Armenian Unity, the Armenian Liberation Front
and other terrorist organizations, giving them accommodation,
tinancial resources and other necessities for them to continue their
activities.

Ofticial Armenia also started collecting signatures for the release
Garaof Bedian, the man who had carried out the terrorist attack on Orly
Airport near Paris on 15 July 1983, As a result of the attack, eight people
had been killed and 60 injured. In 2001, he was released on a French
court order and found refuge and official protection in Armenia.
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Monte Melkonian, a popular terrorist in Armenia, had been
sentenced on 28 November 1985 by a T'rench court to six years in
prison. After his release in 1990, Melkonian who was born in the US
state of California came to Armenia and joined the Armenian forces in
Nagorno-Karabakh where he used his experience as a terrorist abroad.
Monte Melkonian was the commander of a terror squad during the
attack on and subsequent occupation of the Khojavand region in
Azerbatjan, as shown in the book My Brother’s Road written by his
brother Markar and published in New York in 2005, Monte Melkonian
was killed in Nagorno-Karabakh in 1993 and buried in Yerevan,
Armenia’s President Levon Ter-Petrossian attended the funeral. He was
declared a national hero of Armenia and a detachment of the defence
ministry charged with underground operations was named after him.

One other popular terrorist by the name ot Grant Marckarian
has been a member of the terrorist group Dro, subordinate to the
Dash- kansutyun party, and a key figure in the supply of arms from
Armenia to terrorist groups active in Nagorno-Karabalkh.

Vazgen Sislian, who had organized the attack on the Turkish
embassy in Paris in 1981, was awarded the title of hero of the
Karabakh war by the Armenian President Robert Kocharyan for his
participation in acts of terror against Azerbaijani citizens.

Two terrorists from the Middle East, one of whom was
nicknamed Abu Ali, a Lebanese nickname for a rorturer or executor,
and the other who was named Hilbert Minasian stood under special
protection of Armenia’s state intelligence services while carrving out
massacres among unarmed Azerbaljani citizens,

On the night of 25-26 February 1992, one of the gravest crimes
in human history was committed, known as the tragedy of Khojaly.
With the aim to complete the creation of the second Armenian state
on the territory of Azerbaijan, Armenian torces with the support of
the former Soviet infantry regiment No. 360, seized the town of
Khojaly in Nagorno-Karabakh.
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rights.
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